[Motorized transportation as a pressure on wellness in expanding cities].
Objective To analyze the pathologies generated by motorized transportation in the context of urban expansion. Methodology This is a documental study based in the beginning on specialized scientific articles, followed by consultations of book-sources and databases and, thirdly, in local newspaper articles. In addition, it involved a systematic reflection on the judgment of experts in environmental health and risk studies. Results 20 diseases, physical and mental, associated with motorized transport in the context of urban expansion are shown. We found that not only are drivers vulnerable to the risks of transport but children and pregnant women are also highly vulnerable groups. Discussion Considering the acute and chronic effects of urban sprawl and some social and environmental determinants associated with socio- organizational, technological and climatic health risks of cities, transportation is the subsystem with the greatest risk present in large cities, and main area of opportunity to improve wellness.